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Introduction 

 
On the 4th August 1914 Great Britain declared war on Germany. 

 

At this time the British Army, by European standards, was small.  Its regular soldiers were long-

service professionals, however, when war broke out it soon became apparent that the British Army 

was not large enough for a global conflict. 

 

In answer to Lord Kitchener’s call to arms, thousands of men volunteered for service.  Many of 

these men enlisted with friends, relatives and workmates.  Three million ‘Kitchener’s Volunteers’ 

joined up, but by 1916 Britain had introduced conscription.  
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Front cover: top The War Memorial set up for the Peace Day Celebrations outside Brabin’s 

old school.  Left, the two war graves of Giles Burton and Henry Coulthurst in St. Bartholo-

mew’s churchyard and the present War Memorial.  



John Bamber 

(19849 Pte Loyals) 

 
John served with 6th Battalion, The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment in the Dardanelles Cam-

paign in Turkey.  He died on 6th November 1915 in Gallipoli and is buried in Green Hill Cemetery, 

Gallipoli. 

 

He was the son of Richard Bamber, by his first wife Nancy (nee Lupton), of the Pale Farm,  

Chipping. 

 

The 6th Battalion formed at Preston in August 1914 and came under the command of 38th Brigade 

in the 13th (Western) Division.  They moved initially to Tidworth and then Blackdown in February  

1915.  On 17th June 1915 they  sailed from Avonmouth, going to Gallipoli, via Mudros and  landed 

in Anzac Cove on 4th August.  After  participating in the battles of Anzac Cove, and Sulva Bay, the 

6th (Service) Battalion, along with the rest of the division, were withdrawn from Sulva and moved 

to the Helles landing beaches.   

 

 

Green Hill Cemetery 

 



John  Bleasdale  

(203865 Pte Loyals) 

 
John served on the Western Front with 1/4th Territorial Force Battalion of the Loyal North Lanca-

shire Regiment.  He was reported missing in action at Cambrai 30th November 1917.  His name is 

 recorded on the Cambrai Memorial. 

 

He was the son of Thomas Bleasdale and his wife Elizabeth.  At the 1911 census John was living 

with his parents and elder brother William at Park Gate,  Leagram.  He was aged 14 and his occu-

pation is given as ‘working on farm’. 

 

He was called up for service on the 25th January 1917, aged 21.   At the time he was working at 

Moss Side Farm for Bill Slater. 

 

On the 30th November 1917 the 55th Division L.N.L. faced a strong enemy counter  attack.  Its  

effect was later examined by a Court of Enquiry, as the front line of defence had apparently  crum-

bled and allowed the enemy to have a “rapid and almost bewildering” advance.  The losses of the 

1/5th Battalion of the  L.N.L.  that day were huge.   

Ancestry.co.uk—British Army WW1 Service Records, 1914—1920. 



Wilfred Blezard 

(28801 Pte. East Surreys)  

 

 
Wilfred  first  joined the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment , but was transferred to the 9th Battal-

ion East Surrey’s Regiment probably in 1917, at the same time as William Coupe and William E. 

Parkinson.  After service in France Wilfred died in England on the 24th January 1919 aged 23.  He 

is buried in St. Jude’s Cemetery, Egham, Surrey. 

 

He was the son of Margaret Blezard (who was born in Bilsborrow in 1863).  She worked at 

Wolfen Hall. Wilfred was baptised at Barton on the 9th December 1894. 

 

The census return of 1911 shows Wilfred living and working at the farm of Ellen Houghton of 

Claughton, Garstang, he was 16 years of age.  However, at the  time of his enlisted his home ad-

dress is given as  Chipping.  

 

 

 

Private Wilfred Blezard Wilfred is buried in St Jude’s  

Cemetery, Egham, Surrey. 


